


EVENT SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Each year we join forces with you to create a glorious ten-day, countywide celebration of local 
craft beer known as San Diego Beer Week. And each year we aim to make it greater than the last.

It is the great events that are a part of Beer Week that attract beer tourism, foster knowledge 
of our regional brewing heritage, and serve as a showcase for San Diego’s breweries, restaurants, 
pubs, and other businesses with ties to the San Diego craft beer community. The 7th edition of 
SD Beer Week is scheduled to hit the county November 6-15, 2015.

High quality and well-planned beer events are what make SD Beer Week  
a success, so start planning your events now!

DE AR SDBW COMRADES . . .

WHY PLAN OR HOST AN EVENT?

Events are a great opportunity to engage craft beer 
enthusiasts and new customers alike during a ten-day 
celebration of our region’s vibrant craft beer culture.

SD Beer Week will help with promotional efforts, thereby 
bringing greater exposure to you, to the beer, and to 
the event.

By participating in SD Beer Week, you will be promoting 
and increasing awareness of San Diego’s craft beer 
culture and community, as well as your business’ role 
within this community.
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EVENT IDEAS
Explore the culinary connection between 
food and craft beer

Host a beer meal – be creative with 
breakfasts/brunches/lunches/dinners!

Release a new beer

Host a “Meet the Brewer” event

Offer special beer flights – focus on a 
specific style, region, vintage, brewing 
process, etc.

Host a brewing demonstration

Offer educational events geared towards: 
brewing styles, history, science, technol-
ogy, art, collectibles, etc.

Collaborate on events with other  
businesses, experts, artists, etc.

 The bottom line is to plan a compelling 

event that celebrates and promotes 

San Diego craft beer.  Be creative!

EVENT GUIDELINES

Events must promote and embody the spirit of San Diego craft beer.  The emphasis should be on quality beer brewed by 
independent and local brewers, using traditional brewing techniques and embracing an innovative and pioneering spirit.

Events should be about craft beer and presented in a way that adds a cultural, educational, activity-oriented, or culinary 
context to the beer.

Events should inspire, enlighten, fascinate, educate, and delight the craft beer lover.  

SD Beer Week encourages participants to host a diverse range of quality events, and not simply a large quantity of events.

SD Beer Week will not approve of “lowest common denominator” events that are based largely on discounts or freebies.

SD Beer Week will not approve events that are in essence glorified happy hours, tap takeovers, or pint nights.

SD Beer Week will not approve events that encourage people to exceed responsible consumption levels.

SD Beer Week will not approve events that involve serving unlicensed homebrew to the public.
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HOW TO SUBMIT AN EVENT

Next, you will receive an email confirming that your submission has been received and that it will be 
reviewed in order to ensure that the event meets the SD Beer Week guidelines.  Be patient!  Due to 
the number of event listings, this review process may take a couple days.

If we need you to make changes or alterations to the event listing, you will receive a comment in the  
dialogue box in the online portal.  Make any necessary changes in order to receive approval.

Once your event is approved, it will appear on the SD Beer Week website.

Please note: if the details of your event change, you can sign back into the online submission portal in 
order to make any necessary changes or corrections.

All official SD Beer Week 
events must be submitted to 
our online submission portal.  

We will begin accepting 
submissions on 

September 1, 2015, at 
www.sdbw.org/submit.  

Everything you need to know 
about the status of your 
submission and whether 

or not your event has been 
approved can be found in the 

online portal.
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EVENT SUBMISSION PROCESS

 Go to www.sdbw.org/submit

 Login to your account, or create one.

 Complete the event submission form.

 Submit the $10 event listing fee in accordance with California ABC Act.

 Press SUBMIT.
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OTHER HELPFUL HINTS
Determine what your event is all about.  Sure, the focus is great San Diego craft beer, but what will 
drive the craft beer lover to get excited about attending.  Is it a special beer?  Is it a brand new beer 
release?  Is it an educational opportunity to learn more about the craft?  Is it a cultural experience cel-
ebrating beer?  Is it all about a beer and food pairing?  Then, let the core focus of the event guide your 
submission and your description of the event on the SD Beer Week website.

When providing the description for your event, be as detailed and specific as possible.  Provide the list 
of beers that will be available and the breweries that brew them.  Identify the culinary theme or specify 
the exact menu items for a food-centric event.  Identify a brewer by name, and make note whether he 
or she will be attending the event.  This will not only get people excited about the event, drawing them 
to attend, but it also gives the media access to the pertinent information needed to write about or 
cover the event details.

Consider the timing of your event.  You probably do not want to schedule your event during another 
marquee event such as the Guild Festival.  However, do not try too hard to plan events that will not 
conflict with anything.  There will be too many events to avoid all conflict whatsoever, so pick a time 
that works for you and makes sense for the nature of your event.

Keep in mind that people need to get to and from your event safely and responsibly.  Encourage re-
sponsible behaviors and be creative about trying to provide transportation for event attendees.  Offer 
discounts for designated drivers and make sure that designated drivers are not left out of a food pairing 
or another activity simply because they are responsible for transportation.

 

Have fun.  This is San Diego Beer Week!  We are America’s Capital of 

Craft Beer after all.  Let’s show the world why San Diego is the best 

county for craft beer and brewing in the world. 
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LEGAL NICEITIES
If your event is taking place at a location that is licensed to sell alcohol, for either on or off-site  
consumption, only the license holder (i.e., the licensee) can submit the event to the SD Beer Week  
website.  For example, if a beer manufacturer, wholesaler, or importer is hosting an event at a licensed  
bar, the bar owner or an authorized employee is required to submit the event.

If your event location does not hold a license to serve alcohol, then you must obtain a special event  
permit for the temporary sale of alcohol from the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol.  A representative from the organization qualified to obtain the permit must submit the event to 
the SD Beer Week website.

Every SD Beer Week event is subject to a submission fee in accordance with the California Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Act.  The San Diego Brewers Guild and SD Beer Week cannot promote and market 
events unless advertising is purchased.  Although most event submissions that follow these guidelines 
will likely be approved, the $10 submission fee is non-refundable if your event does not eventually 
become approved for whatever reason.

EVENT QUERIES
info@SanDiegoBrewersGuild.org


